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and up the valley of the Maritza to Philippopolis where
the Asiatic and the majority of the European troops were
assembled.    The armies then took the direct road across
the Balkan mountains by way of the Shipka Pass, and after
a short halt at Tirnovo, where they were joined by the
Serbian contingent led by Stephen Lazarovid, a Christian
vassal of Bayezid, they advanced to the region of Nicopolis
and pitched camp on 24 September1 on fortified heights
about four miles south of the Danube.    Between them and
the river lay first the plain over which Nicopolis looked on
the landward side and then the fortress city itself.    This
plain was already in part occupied by the Christian host.
It will be helpful at this juncture to pause for a while
to consider the strength, both numerical and moral, of the
hostile parties and their leaders as well as some aspects of
the tactics which were to bring defeat upon the Christians
and to ensure victory for the Ottomans.    The allegation
that the unhappy end of the army of the Cross was the
result of Muslim superiority in numbers seems to be entirely
without foundation.    The Christians, as has already been
noted, were approximately 100,000 ;2 and the Ottomans,
according to the most trustworthy authorities, could not
have exceeded iO4,ooo,8    If we accept this fair estimate,
a fraction of four thousand can hardly be considered as a
decisive factor in a battle where such numbers were engaged.
Medieval estimates are usually magnified and have to be
considered with reservation, if not suspicion; but the main
point in the present case is that the two contestant parties
met on an equal footing as regards numbers.    The battle
of Nicopolis was won by the side which possessed unity
of word and action, superior discipline, prudent tactics and
wise leadership.
1 Nicopolit, 62-5, 182-3 notes.   '                            z vide supra, 440.
8 The Turkish divisions, according to the Religieux de Saint-Denis (II,
503-4) on the authority of an unbiased eye-witness, are estimated in this wise:
A vanguard of infantry......34,000
'Main battle* of cavalry......30,000
Rearguard and Sultan's bodyguard (cavalry)      .        .    40,000
Total  .        .        .   104,000
Nicopolisy 68-9; 185 notes.